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as the Apollo of the Belvedere, when first it was discovered
at Porto d'Anzio (Antium). It is true that He bought in
1506, for six hundred gold crowns (?) the Laocoon,
(which Messer Michelangelo Buonarroti saw unearthed in
the Baths of Titus,/ to the supreme disgust of his "art-
adviser" who declared that the two sons of the Thym-
braian priest were not boys, but little men. It is true that
He bought the Ariadne (which He called Cleopatra), the
Torso of Herakles, and the Commodus, unearthed on
Campo di Fiori, and now in the Vatican. He did these
things because they were modish things to do in 1506. One
gained more kv$o$ in the pose of a Sixteenth-Century
Maecenas, than as Successor of the Galilean Fisherman.
The plebeian  pontiff of  the  Sixteenth  Century  was
ashamed of His plebeian predecessor of the First. The '
times were changed, he argued, as the faithful vainly
argue to excuse prelatical vagaries now. He preferred com-
petition with "men of the world" to the cure of souls. He
was quite unable to appreciate intellect. He was congeni-
tally incapable of appreciating the delicacy, or the validity,
of Letters. The plebeian chiefly is touched by way of the
sense of sight; and the Lord Julius P.P. II understood
naked statues, things which He could see: wherefore He
bought Apollo and Laocoon and the rest. There is not
the slightest credit due to Him for discrimination in His
purchases, or for a deliberate choice of what was beautiful
Men happened to dig up those marbles in Roman territory
just then. Any one could see. them to be beyond the ordi-
nary. Any one could see them to be antiques. It was the
fashion to buy antiques; and the Terrible Pontiff bought
—bought as retired grocers buy, who buy their libraries|{
by the cwt Also, He had Messer Michelangelo Buonarroti
at Hi$4 ankle, with whose advice it would have been difficult
ior a sardonic goat to commit an artistic blunder. They
were a pair, those two, the artist and the pontiff, uomini
terribili, terrible men, both. Messer Michelangelo had been

